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Parthlpatmg commumnes. Berkley, Beverly Hills, Birmingham, Clawson,
__a_le: Hazei Park, Hunzmgton Woods Lathrup V:Hage Madison He:ghts

'_'_ -I_n the spring, at least a month prior to
g, dxg in (or remove) any leaves that have not
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S ?SELECT THE NATURAL MULCH THAT
~ FITS WITH YOUR LANDSCAPE

:.»  SHREDDED LEAVES: Chop or shred leaves with a mower
- . or shredder since whole leaves may mat and prevent waler
from reaching the soil. Leaves help cool soil during the
- summer and warm soil in the winter. Leaves raked into a
- . shrub border will gradually break down and help nourish
~  the soil.
e GRASS CLIPPINGS: Spread dry clippings ina one—mch
L 'l_ayer_u_n_der bushes or around plants. Keep clippings away
_+ from young seedlings. Avoid clippings with a herbicide
" residue or.clippings with weed seeds. In a vegetable garden,
“-.try laying grass clippings on tap of wet newspaper to help
" resist weeds. Both the newspaper and the c]lppmgs will
o '.eventually decompose and help build the soil. 7

':PINE NEEDLES Use pine needles around acid-
Jovmg planl:s such as rhododendrons and
azaleas. Pine needles help form the same rich

. _(_'_)r_wO_o_d chips are useful optjons.

HEALTHY GARDEN TIP: Diversify the type of
"~ mulch used in various sections of your
garden. Different mulches encourage

contribute different nutrients. Diversity of
W mulches~ as with diversity of plantings, helps
. build natural resistance to pests and disease.
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BACK EARTH'S RICHES -

ufsm_e COMPOST TO BUILD HEALTHY SOIL

USINGCOMPOST

should not exceed
1/3 of the total
amount of soil.
Small amounts of
compost can be
sprinkled around
potted plants at any
time.

.. FOR .. AS ATOP-

CONTAINER DRESSING ON

GARDENING THE LAWN

Add sifted compost Sprinkle sifted

to potting soil or compost over the

container garden lawn to help build
f-'the garden in soil mixes. For best soil and encourage
_.;mch layer and results, compost heaithy grass.

AND SHRUBS

" hole.

 from the tree trunk.

AS A MULCH AROUND TREES

.pread 2= 4 inches of compost under the
‘canopy. of trees and shrubs. Compost will
€elp retain moisture and gradually

o release nutrients to delicate tree roots.
“*.When planting trees, compost should

: i-uSually not be added to the planting

o '_'Shredded bark or wood chips can be

- added over the compost to reduce weeds
- and help hold in moisture. Always keep
‘woody mulches several inches away
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ASTE !.NTO GARDENER S GOLD

' l{ﬁmcf C_‘o_unty G(gsource G{gcowry ﬁlutﬁonty (SOCRRA) » ¢
ern Oakland. County ’Water ﬁutﬁomy (S’OCVW,ZI) -l

en possihle. mix
materloals fogetheras you .
hulld (or add to) the pile

. soil or compost L= 3 feet

St brgénlc materials
.-(shredded leaves, grass [
e sppmgs spant flowers, atc.)

soﬂ or compcst

. M

if‘BUILDlNG THE COMPOST PILE

"To build the pile, follow these steps:

: ;.forg_anic_: m_ate_r_ia.!S_ _ _.

3 feet

1, _:_Si::a_rt w_;th a layer of organic materials such as
__-shredded leaves, grass, or other garden debris.

- _-::2__,"_Water the layer until it is as moist as a wrung-out
. sponge,

":--3_._.Add 2"-3" of soil or compost — to provide

+ . ‘microorganisms.

“4. If possible, mix all materials together as you build
.o thepile.

By Contmue the process of adding organic materials,
~s0il, and water until the bin is filled. Add grass
.fcllppmgs in small amounts and mix in thoroughly.

:.SQ"Water each layer...and check moisture periodically.

Build the pile to a size of 3 feet x 3 feet x 3 feet or
. '_Sllghtly larger ~ or fill the compost bin.

TURNING THE PILE

S :_-Turnmg and mixing the compost pile with a pitchfork
- or compost turner adds oxygen and accelerates the

- rate of decomposition. The pile may be turned once a

-+ “'week, once a month, several times a year, or not at all.

- If the pile is turned over and mixed from time-to-time
- and kept moist, finished compost is usually available
I .in'six to nine months.
ol Don’ t worry about the temperature of the pile — either
o hot or cold composting yields beneficial compost.




