JUDGES OF THE 51ST
DISTRICT COURT

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
COURT ADDRESS:
5100 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE
WATERFORD, MI 48329
(248) 674-4655
WWW.TWP.WATERFORD.MI.US/COURTS

Judge Kuhn is a lifelong resident of the
Waterford area. He is a graduate of Waterford Kettering High School, Oakland University and the Detroit College of Law—
Michigan State University. Prior to being
elected to the Waterford bench in 2002,
Judge Kuhn was a practicing attorney for
13 years. Additionally, he represented Waterford Township on the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners from 1983—
1990. Judge Kuhn is currently CoChairperson of the Waterford Coalition
for Youth, a member of the Waterford
Area Chamber of Commerce and an Annual Sponsor of the Waterford Foundation
for Public Education. In 2004, Judge
Kuhn implemented a Teen Court program
at the 51st District Court, a juvenile diversion program which allows local high
school students to participate as jury members and lawyers, giving them a taste of
how the legal system works. Judge Kuhn
and his wife have four children, all attending Waterford Schools.

51st District Court

Juror
Information

Richard D. Kuhn, Jr.
Chief Judge

Jennifer E. Thom
Court Administrator

CONTACT INFORMATION:
JURY CLERK
PHONE: (248) 674-4655
JURYCLERK@TWP.WATERFORD.MI.US

“I’m no idealist to believe firmly in the integrity of our courts and in the jury system—that is no ideal to me, it is a living,
working reality…”
Harper Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird
WEATHER EMERGENCY HOTLINE:
(248) 618-7480

Tel: 248 674 4655

JUROR INFORMATION
Dear Citizen,
Your name has been drawn in
conformance with Michigan State
statutes for a term of jury service
as a juror in the 51st District
Court. Along with this brochure, you should have
received a Summons for Jury Service stating the date
and time of your requested appearance.
The Court realizes that serving on a jury may be
inconvenient for some citizens. However, being a
juror is a vital part of our justice system. Thomas
Jefferson once said, “I consider trial by jury as the
only anchor yet imagined by man by which a government can be held to the principles of its constitution.”
The jury system is the cornerstone of the American
justice system and we hope you take pride in your
role as a juror.
Serving on a jury is an important responsibility, but it
can also be interesting. Although coming to the
courthouse may be disruptive to your normal schedule
and may cause hardships at home or work, the Judges
and Staff of the 51st District Court hope you look
forward to your jury service. We value your time and
participation and we will do our best to minimize any
inconvenience to you and your family and to make
your experience informative and enjoyable.
Jury Selection may be a full day, from 8:30 a.m. until
5:00 p.m. or until the call of cases has been completed.
During this time, you will serve on a panel with many
jurors to be selected for various cases. The Court may
have up to 20 or more cases called during a selection.
Individual juries of seven jurors will be selected for
each case. The actual trial will be scheduled to commence within one month of the date of jury selection.
On the day of selection, you will be notified of the
date and time to appear for any trial you are selected
to serve on.

Although the Court always tries to minimize delays,
they happen from time to time during the jury selection process. The Judges and Staff will keep you
informed of delays as much as possible. However,
please keep in mind that the reasons provided to you
may be vague. This is not meant to be disrespectful
of you or your time. Instead, the Judges and Staff are
often prohibited from divulging specific information
about cases up for selection in the event that it may
bias your opinion about the case itself. The Court is
committed to moving the process along as efficiently
as possible. In the event of a delay, you may want to
bring a book or magazine with you to pass the time.
The only items you are required to bring with you on
the date of selection are your jury summons and valid
photo identification. You may also want to bring this
brochure. Cell phones are allowed in the building and
you may bring them; however, the use of your phone
will be restricted to specific times and areas of the
building.
Additionally, your movement throughout the building
will also be restricted. Our Jury Clerk as well as
additional security and courtroom staff will guide you
through the building and assist you while you are here.
We ask that you follow their directions and remain
with the jury pool at all times. This is done to ensure
your safety and to guard against any accidental contact
with the judges, defendants, parties or attorneys. The
judges, defendants, parties and attorneys are prohibited
by law from interacting with the jurors outside of the
courtroom while a case is pending.
The courthouse is located on Civic Center Drive
amongst the other Waterford Township offices.
Civic Center Drive is located off Crescent Lake Road
between Hatchery Road and M-59. Parking is available
in front of the courthouse and in front of Town Hall,
which is located next to the courthouse. Please see the
map on the back for general directions. If you need
more specific directions, please contact the court staff
at (248) 674-4655.

Please also note that proper attire is required in the
courthouse. Please do not wear jeans, shorts, halter
tops, etc. Business or business casual attire is
preferred. Additionally, children are not permitted
at jury selection.
You will receive some monetary compensation for
your time spent at the courthouse. The rates are
established by state law and start at $12.50 per half
day. If employed, you may want to check with your
employer about your company’s jury service and
compensation policies.
Please note that even though it may be inconvenient
for some jurors to serve, there are very few reasons a
juror may be excused from service. The majority of
jurors who have been summonsed have work or
childcare concerns. Although the Court understands
these concerns, we cannot excuse you from service
unless there is an extraordinary circumstance.
If necessary, you may submit a request to be excused
in writing for the Court’s consideration. Please call the
Court at (248) 674-4655 and ask for the Jury Clerk or
send an email with “Jury Duty” in the subject line to
juryclerk@twp.waterford.mi.us for further information
about a request to be excused and the deadline to
submit your request. Please be prepared to provide
documentation, such as a doctor’s note or airline
tickets, in support of your request to be excused.
Additionally, please feel free to contact the Court if
you have any other question or concerns about your
jury service. In the event of inclement weather, please
call the Court’s Weather Emergency Hotline at (248)
618-7480 for information regarding Court closings.
Again, we hope you take pride in your service as a
juror of the 51st District Court. We will do our best
to make your experience efficient, informative and
enjoyable.
The Judges & Staff of the 51st District Court

