


• 1948 - The Waterford Community Library opens a private library 
in the new C.A.I. Building. It is maintained by volunteers and 
donations. This is after the Old Horse Barn (the old C.A.I. 
Building) burns to the ground in 1947, destroying the 2,845 
volumes of books in the library.



The Old Horse Barn Burns Down



The C.A.I. Building



• 1959 - 2 ballot proposals to construct a new public library 
building are defeated.



• July 22, 1963 - The Waterford Township Board by resolution declares 
the Waterford Community Library housed in the C.A.I. Building a public 
library known as the Waterford Township Public Library. 

• Volunteers continue to operate the library until January 1, 1964, when 
tax money is made available.

• January 13, 1964 - The Waterford Community Library officially opens 
as the Waterford Township Public Library.



• On January 30, 1964, the Waterford Township Board accepts a 
grant from the Federal government in the amount of $31,000 to 
build a public library facility at an estimated cost of $62,000 
with the Township share being $31,000.

• Actual Cost $70,735 
• Cost per sq. ft. $18.92 
• Equipment $9,881.75 

• Federal Funds $31,000 
• Appropriation $19,000 (Township Funds)
• $12,000 surplus sales taxes (Township Funds)



C.A.I. Open House Jan. 13th, 1964

Pictured: Polly Lee, 
Librarian



Breaking Ground June 1964





New Main Library 1965







Card Catalog Circa 1965



Front Desk 1965



Jean Andrews, First Library Director

Pictured: Jean Andrews (left) and 
her assistant, Nedra Franz (right)



C.A.I. Branch 1972



Parade Entry 1974



• 1975 - The main library is expanded, doubling the floor space to 
4,000 square feet. It holds 33,355 volumes and 106 periodicals. 
The expansion also brings carpeting, air conditioning, new 
furniture, and new shelving.



1975 Addition 



Library Building Feb. 1976



Dewey Decimal, Library Cat 
1983



Front Entrance 1980s



Circulation Desk 1980s



National Library Week 1989



Catalog 1990

Public Computer
1992



Children’s Dept.
1990

Adult Dept.
1991



All Booked Up 1992



• 1992 - Voters approve $1 million for construction and operation 
of an expanded and renovated main library. 



Groundbreaking Oct. 1993

Pictured: Director Nancy Smith



1994 Expansion Sketch



1994 Expansion



Front Entrance 1994



• 1994 - The new main library, at 21,000 square feet, has shelving 
capacity for 100,000 volumes and the potential for internet 
access. It serves a population of approximately 67,000.



Ribbon Cutting Dec. 1994



Children’s Services 1990s



Adult Services 1990s



• 1995 - Sculptor Sharon Sommers creates a bronze fox sculpture, 
later to be named Slyboots, for the Children’s Department. 
Funds for the sculpture were collected by Waterford 
schoolchildren. 



Slyboots Mar. 1995



• 2004 - The newly expanded and renovated main library opens 
with 27,300 square feet:
o Larger Children's Department with its own story time and craft room
o Larger Periodicals Browsing Room, Group Study Room, Assisted 

Study Room and Quiet Study Room
o Larger collection of approximately 113,000 volumes serves a 

population of approximately 72,000



Expansion and Renovation 2003



Expansion and Renovation 2003



• June 2004 - Joan Rogers 
becomes director of the 
Waterford Township Public 
Library, replacing longtime 
director Nancy Smith, who held 
the position since 1987.  



• 2007 - In February, the branch library is relocated from the C.A.I. 
Building to the Leggett Campus (formerly Leggett Elementary). The 
new location, at 2,000 square feet, is about 4 times larger than the 
previous location. 



C.A.I. Branch (1948 – 2007) 



Leggett Branch (2007-2010) 



• 2010 - The Leggett Branch closes due to budget constraints.
• Dec. 2011 - The library closes on Fridays due to staff reduction and 

the budget. After property values plummeted during the recession 
in 2008-2010, the library’s operating budget was greatly reduced, 
and staff layoffs occurred. 



• 2015 - The Children's Sensory Garden is created at the library 
entrance by members of the Library Garden Club. 



Children’s Sensory Garden 



• 2016 - The Classic Car Show Fundraiser meets one of its goals: 
replacing outdoor benches at the library's entrance.



• 2020 & 2021 - The library navigates the COVID-19 pandemic
with curbside pickup, virtual programs, social distancing, 
quarantining of materials, and other precautions.



COVID-19 Pandemic



• 2022 - Waterford voters approve a millage renewal and 
increase. The proposal on the August 2022 ballot asks to restore 
funding to 1 mill.

• 2024 - Friday hours resume Sept. 1st after nearly 13 years. 



2023 Renovations

Timber walls replaced with blocks on garden beds

New walkway lights

Children’s Dept. new carpet



• In 2023, the Friends of the Library raise funds and donate a 
total of $10,000 to the library. In 2024, they donate another 
$15,000.



Friends’ Donations

(Left to right) Friends President Joyce Wefel, Library Director 
Julie Schaefer, and Friends Treasurer Dan Ludwig

(Left to right) Cynthia Walker, head of the Children’s Dept.; 
Joyce Wefel, president of the Friends; Joan Rogers, library 
director; Mary Rice, teen librarian; and Dan Ludwig, Friends 
treasurer



• Dec. 2023 - After 19 years, Joan Rogers retires as director of the 
Waterford Township Public Library. Jean Hansen, head of the 
Adult Services Department, acts as interim director.

• April 2024 - Julie Schaefer, former deputy director at the 
Dearborn Public Library, becomes the new library director.

Pictured: 
Library Director 

Julie Schaefer



Fall 2024
New Pavers Installed at Front Entrance





As of the end of 2024:
• Our collection holds 111,786 physical items.
• Our cardholders are over 17,000.
• Our circulation for 2024 was 334,110 (236,172 

physical + 97,938 digital checkouts).


