
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING  MINUTES 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD                  TOWNHALL AUDITORIUM 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2025                    6:00 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Anthony Bartolotta, Supervisor 
Kim Markee, Clerk 
Steve Thomas, Treasurer 
Jeff Gilbert, Trustee  
Sam Harris, Trustee 
Marie E. Hauswirth, Trustee  
Gary Wall, Trustee 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Russ Gerke 
Crystal McCready 
Steve McCready 
Alice Jump 
Lila Ball 

Terry Ball 
Nancy Croitori 
Mary Bartolotta 
Grant Smith 
Pete Ogg 

Anne M. Mobley 
Andrea Jump 
Art  Frasca 
Barb Miller 

 
 
 
 

1. Supervisor Bartolotta called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

2. Supervisor Bartolotta asked for a moment of silence and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 

3. A roll call vote was taken.  All board members were present. 
 
 
 
 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 
4.1 October 27, 2025 

 
Moved by Wall, 
Seconded by Markee, RESOLVED, to approve October 27, 2025, agenda as printed.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

5. Announcements 
5.1 A Happy Halloween from all of us here at Waterford Township! We wish you a safe and healthy 

Halloween. Suggested trick-or-treating hours for Halloween on Friday, October 31, 2025, in Waterford are 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Some neighborhoods extend that time by leaving porch lights on to indicate they are 
distributing treats.  Here are a few tips to help our community stay safe this Halloween: Motorists, please 
exercise extra caution this evening. Obey posted speed limits, avoid distractions while driving, and watch 
for pedestrian traffic. Allow extra travel time, as rush-hour traffic is usually heavier on Halloween. Trick-or-
Treaters - please look both ways before entering a roadway, utilize reflective items on dark clothing, carry 
a flashlight, and go out in groups and/or with an adult chaperone. The Waterford Police Dept. will scan 
candy from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the Waterford Police Station, 5150 Civic Center Drive, Waterford, 
Michigan 48329. 
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5.2 Voting Information FOR PONTIAC SCHOOL DISTRICT VOTERS: The Early Voting Center at Waterford 
Oaks Activity Center, 2800 Watkins Lake Rd. will be open from October 25, 2025, through November 2, 
2025, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., except Thursday, when hours are noon to 8:00 p.m. Absentee Ballots 
are available in the Township Clerk’s Office, or one may submit an online application at 
michigan.gov/vote. You may return a voted absentee ballot to the Clerk’s office, one of Waterford 
Township’s five (5) drop boxes, the Early Voting Center, or the Polling Location on Election Day. 
Absentee Ballots must be received in the Clerk’s office by November 4, 2025, by 8:00 p.m. Waterford 
Oaks Activity Center will be open on Election Day, November 4, 2025, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Voters 
may view a sample ballot at michigan.gov/vote. 

5.3 Drop-in Hayrides will occur at Hess-Hathaway Park on select Saturdays October through November 8th 
(not October 4th). The cost is $5.00 a person, cash only. No reservations are required. Please meet by 
the campfire pit by Pavilion 1. The event is weather permitting and will be cancelled if it rains. For more 
details, visit the Parks and Recreation event page waterfordmi.gov/parks.  

5.4 You could win a $5,000.00 scholarship!  To qualify for the Fran & Russ Anderson Family Legacy Fund 
Making a Difference Scholarship, an individual must be a high school student who resides in one of the 
following communities: the City of Auburn Hills, the City of Pontiac, Waterford Township, or White Lake 
Township;  If he/she is awarded the scholarship, MUST be present and available for both Holiday 
Extravaganza events, including the Scholarship/Jr. Grand Marshal Ceremony and Parade, on Saturday, 
December 6, 2025.  Submit your application and a 500-word or less essay by 12:00 p.m. on Monday, 
November 3, 2025. The essay must be in the applicant’s own words on what the applicant has done 
personally, “to make a difference in his/her local community.” Apply online at 
www.holidayextravaganza.org or print and mail an application to P.O. Box 432224, Pontiac, MI 48343. 
For more information, please get in touch with Linda Zabik at 248-421-7198 or lindazabik@gmail.com. 

5.5 Township Offices and the Library will be closed on Tuesday, November 11, 2025, in observance of 
Veterans Day. Emergency services will be available. 

5.6 Get ready for action-packed fun at our Nerf Battle! Join us at the Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake 
Road, on Friday, November 14, 2025. Whether you're a sharpshooter or a rookie, this event promises 
excitement for everyone. Grab your favorite NERF guns, rally your team, and prepare for epic duels and 
thrilling challenges.  Participants must bring their own NERF guns with name on them, and the NERF gun 
must use regular sized bullets.  All ammo will be provided, and eye protection must be worn.  Parents 
welcome to play the last 15 minutes of each session.  Times for ages 5-8 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 
ages 9-12 from 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. The cost is $10.00 per resident ($12 non-resident). Pre-registration 
required. Space is limited. 

5.7 Attend the Community Forum on Thursday, November 20, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the 
Highland Lakes Student Center. Join Oakland Community College for an opportunity to receive an 
update, join discussion groups, and learn more about the planned sale of the northern portion of the 
Highland Lakes campus. The forum is open to all community members, employees and students. 
Registration is REQUIRED. Save your seat and RSVP to attend the forum at community-forum-HL-
campus-update.eventbrite.com or use the QR code on the flyer.  

5.8 Join us for the Holiday Hoopla & Tree Lighting ceremony at Waterford Township Hall, 5200 Civic Center 
Drive, on Saturday, November 22, 2025, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., the Tree Lighting will take place at 
5:40 p.m. Celebrate the season with various FREE holiday activities including a visit and photo 
opportunity with Santa, a reindeer visit, crafts, cookie decorating, and more!  This free event is held 
outdoors, please dress for the weather. 

5.9 Dash through the snow! Or at least run the parade route on Saturday December 6th at 8 a.m.! Get your 
elf shoes ready, your cocoa mugs polished, and your holiday spirit on high. Bring your family, and your 
festive cheer — and Jingle all the way to the Holiday Extravaganza! Registration Information can be found 
at: holidayextravaganza.org 

5.10 The 44th Annual Holiday Extravaganza Holiday Parade and Winter Fun Festival will take place on 
Saturday, December 6, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.  The parade route will begin on Cesar E. Chavez Ave. at 
Montcalm Street, continue down Saginaw Street, and end at the Pontiac City Square (Lot 9).  
  

https://www.michigan.gov/vote
http://www.michigan.gov/vote
http://www.holidayextravaganza.org/
mailto:lindazabik@gmail.com
https://community-forum-hl-campus-update.eventbrite.com/
https://community-forum-hl-campus-update.eventbrite.com/
https://holidayextravaganza.org/
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5.11 Holiday Extravaganza is excited to host the FREE Winter FUN Festival immediately following the 
PARADE.  The festival will take place on Saginaw Street (between Huron - M59 and Water Street) in 
downtown Pontiac, in the heart of Oakland County.   Winter FUN Festival provides so many fun-filled 
opportunities to create memories to last a lifetime, which include the following: Santa and Mrs. Claus 
Afterglow, Grinch and Whoville Friends, Horse Drawn Wagon Rides, Ice Carving Demonstration, Face 
Painting, Petting Farm, Pony Rides, S'mores, Holiday Crafts, and much more!    

5.12 The 2025 Holiday Assistance program will include food and other holiday items for families in December 
this year.  The sign-up for holiday assistance is available to Waterford School District Students and 
Waterford Residents only; Senior Citizens are also eligible to apply. Proof of Residency or WSD 
Enrollment required.  You must register in person on Saturday, December 6, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Waterford Recreation Center located at 5640 Williams Lake Road. This will be the only time to 
sign up. For more information, visit the “Waterford Goodfellows” Facebook page, email 
waterfordgoodfellows.com, or call 248-618-7555. 

5.13 Are you traveling for the upcoming holidays?  Do you need a passport? Obtain your passport before 
booking international travel. Many countries require six months of passport validity to enter, so we 
recommend applying 6-9 months ahead of the expiration date or travel. Book your passport appointment 
now with the Waterford Township Clerk’s Office by going to waterfordmi.gov/passports or calling 248-674-
6266.  The current processing time is 6 to 8 weeks.  If you need it sooner, an additional $60.00 will be 
charged.  Passport Photos are also available at the Township Clerk’s Office for $15.00.  If you are 
traveling soon, don’t delay; book your appointment today with the Waterford Township Clerk’s Office.  For 
more information, visit waterfordmi.gov/passports or call 248-674-6266. 
 

 
 

 
6. Public Comments – Agenda Items Only, Limited to Three (3) Minutes Per Person 

After being recognized by the Supervisor, individuals in the audience may address the Township Board. 
Please go to the podium and provide name and address.  This is a public comment period, not a question-
and-answer period. 
 
No one addressed the Board of Trustees. 
 
 
 
 

7. Consent Agenda 
7.1 October 14, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
7.2 October 27, 2025, Bill Payment 
7.3 Receive the Clerk’s Office September 2025 Report 
7.4 Receive the Treasurer’s Office September 2025 Report 

 
Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to approve consent agenda items 7.1 through 7.4 as presented.  A 
roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
  

http://www.waterfordmi.gov/passports
http://www.waterfordmi.gov/passports
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8. Board Liaison Reports (Verbal) 
 
Clerk Markee 

Friends of the Library had a wonderful luncheon last week to celebrate Library Week.  The 

Friends of the Library contributed $20,000.00 to the Library through book sales and the Fun 

Run.  The Library is seeking a new book supplier, as the Baker-Taylor vendor is exiting the book 

business.  

 

The Clerk’s office will be open this Saturday, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the November 4, 

2025, General Election. This election is only for residents within the Pontiac School District.  Early 

Voting is taking place through Sunday, November 2, 2025. 

 

Supervisor Bartolotta 

On October 23, 2023, the Elf Magic annual celebration at the Shark Club was a huge 

success.  Budget meetings are on Tuesday and Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The 

Township participated in a full-scale active shooter exercise at the Department of Public 

Works.  The Waterford Youth Assistance annual luncheon was wonderful. 

 

Trustee Wall 

Shared information from the Holiday Extravaganza event that the Lottery Tree generated 

$1000.00 in sales, and the 50/50 generated $1100; $550 to the Holiday Extravaganza Committee 

and $550 to the winner.  They had a live auction and raffle baskets.  He will have the final 

numbers next month. 

 

Trustee Harris 

The Waterford Neighborhood Roads committee met to discuss potential programs and will hold a 

town hall meeting soon.  He attended the SEMCOG meeting.  Waterford Youth Assistance held a 

breakfast and highlighted the volunteers.  There will be an annual Oakland County Youth 

Assistance breakfast meeting on December 5, 2025, at the Village Club in Bloomfield Hills at 7:00 

a.m.; keep an eye out for the flyer. 

 
 
 
 

9. New Business 
9.1 Purchase of Five (5) Police Vehicles 

The following memo was received by Police Chief Underwood.  
 

We have identified five (5) police fleet vehicles that need to be replaced due to age and mileage.  
These vehicles are at or approaching one hundred thousand miles.  As these vehicles have aged, 
mechanical failure and maintenance costs have increased. 
 
We closely monitor the age and condition of our entire fleet.  Our practice is to purchase several 
new vehicles each year and sell the same number from our current fleet at auction.  We sell the 
highest mileage/oldest vehicles and rotate the new vehicles into the fleet. 
 
Patrol vehicles are used by uniformed Officers for daily patrol, traffic details, school liaison 
activities, and all other uniformed special assignments.  These vehicles are assigned as needed 
and routinely rotated throughout the fleet as necessary. 
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Purchase of Five (5) Police Vehicles Continued. 

The vehicles for this proposed purchase are listed below: 
 
Vehicle   Model   Unit Price Total 
 
2026 F150 Truck (2) Police Package  50,000.00 100,000.00 
2026 Utility (2)  Police Interceptor 47,000.00   94,000.00 
Lighting/accessories/build out       60,000.00 
2026 Van/Utility Property Vehicle  45,000.00   45,000.00 

Total Cost 299,000.00 
 

The vehicles listed above are being purchased through the State of Michigan MIDeal cooperative 
purchasing contract# MA-240000001208 and Macomb County cooperative purchasing contract# 
21-18. 
 
Due to the state of the auto industry it is imperative that we place this order as soon as possible 
to ensure timely delivery in 2026.  To issue a purchase order and place this order now, we will 
designate Police restricted-use federal drug forfeiture funds. 
 
With continued funding for marked police vehicles in the 2026 Police budget, we will use the 
approved amount of those funds to pay for this purchase, along with the remainder in federal drug 
forfeiture funds, when we actually take delivery in 2026.    
 
Based on the information set forth above, we respectfully request this honorable body approve 
the above described expenditure in an amount not to exceed $299,000.00.   
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions or need further information. 
 

Police Chief Underwood addressed the Board of Trustees and answered their questions.  

 
Moved by Gilbert, 
Seconded by Hauswirth, RESOLVED, to approve the purchase of five (5) new police vehicles including 
two (2) 2026 Ford F150 Trucks, two (2) 2026 For Utility Van, and a 2026 Ford Van/Utility Property vehicle 
in the amount of $299,000.00 utilizing funds from the 2026 Police budget and Federal Drug forfeiture 
funds.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

9.2 Co-Responder Peer Support Specialist Position to Support Co-Responder 
 

The following memo was received by Police Chief Underwood.  
 

As you are all aware, a proposal was put before the Board of Trustees during both preliminary 
and final 2024 budget discussions to approve funding for a contracted mental health clinician 
through the Oakland County Health Network (OCHN).  The sitting Board of Trustees had the 
wisdom to approve that proposal and in October of 2024 we deployed a full-time clinician (CO-
Responder) to work alongside Waterford Police Officers, providing support and follow-up in cases 
where individuals are experiencing mental health issues or are in crisis. 
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Co-Responder Peer Support Specialist Position to Support Co-Responder Continued. 
 
The CO-Responder works in the Waterford community by responding to calls for service 
alongside Police Officers, proactively following up with people and families, establishing improved 
communication lines with hospitals, courts, and corrections, and providing proactive education to 
community members.  Our partnership with OCHN and other community mental health providers 
has enhanced service delivery and truly made us part of a mental health community network 
team. 
 
Over the past several years and certainly since the COVID-19 pandemic, law enforcement has 
seen an increase in requests to assist those experiencing a mental health crisis, substance use 
disorder, and/or provide information relative to mental health resources.  We knew there was a 
need to implement a Co-Responder program and we were quite certain it would be a success. 
 
Since the program began in October of 2024, the data shows our Co-Responder handles well 
over 100 referrals per month.  Most referrals occur in one of three ways; on-scene response, a 
Police Officer’s referral for follow-up, or action from an outside agency/person.  As a result of 
those referrals, people in need are connected with services related to mental health and/or 
substance-use disorder so they can get the help they need.  Additionally, and as projected, Police 
Officers are more aware of options and resources available and more available for response to 
emergency calls for service.    
 
With success, comes some concern.  The concern is that we need to keep up with the workload.  
Our Co-responder spends a significant amount of time looking into referrals for follow-up.  As we 
go forward, it will be difficult to sustain our current level of service with just one person handling 
the entire workload. 
 
We have spoken with administrators/supervisors at OCHN and they have suggested bringing on 
a Co-Responder Peer Specialist to work directly under the supervision of the Co-responder 
Supervisor. This position can play a vital role in assisting an assigned Co-Responder with 
referrals from Police Officers and providing appropriate mental health or substance use resources 
to individuals in our community.  This role also includes documentation, ride-alongs with the Co-
Responder, mentorship from the assigned Co-Responder, resource coordination, and active 
participation in team meetings to enhance service delivery and professional growth. 
 
The Co-Responder Peer Specialist position pays $53,996.00 annually, not including a fringe 
benefit package of $22,678.66, for a total annual cost of $76,675.46.  OCHN believes they have 
federal ARPA funds available to pay for this position for one year.  If approved by the Oakland 
County Board of Commissioners, the position would be funded through October 31, 2026. 
 
Based on the information set forth above, we respectfully request this honorable body approve 
the addition of a Co-Responder Peer Specialist to our Co-Responder Program, and accept 
funding from Oakland County, if approved by the Board of Commissioners.  In addition, we are 
also requesting approval to use $25,533.00 from the Township’s opioid settlement monies, to 
fund the position for the last quarter of 2026. 
 
Prior to the last quarter of 2026 we will re-evaluate our program and be able to determine if and 
how to support the position of Co-Responder Peer Specialist into the future.   
 
As always, if you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 

Police Chief Underwood addressed the Board of Trustees and answered their questions. 
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Co-Responder Peer Support Specialist Position to Support Co-Responder Continued. 
 
Moved by Wall, 
Seconded by Markee, RESOLVED, to approve the Co-Responder Peer Specialist position with a total 
annual cost of $76,678.66; funding the position through October 31, 2026. A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

9.3 2nd Floor Project – Additional Counter Area 

 
The following memo was received from Barb Miller, Assistant Twp. Budget Director & Accounting 
Manager and Pam Lyman, Purchasing Agent & Staff Accountant 

 
In August the Purchasing Department posted Bid 25-09 for updating the counters, cabinets and 
millwork on the 2nd floor of Townhall.  This is part of a larger project that was approved in the 
2025 budget that would also update the furniture and refresh the paint.  In September, Vesta 
Companies, Inc. of Fraser was awarded the bid for this work. 
 
The Township has asked that an additional counter area be added to the project.  This area was 
not included in the original bid.  The price for the counter and several misc. items will be 
$6,347.91.  It is requested that the Board approve $7,350 to cover the added counter and $1,000 
as a contingency. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.  
 
Recommended Board Action 
Move for the Board to approve for Vesta Company, Inc. to add an additional counter area for to 
the 2nd Floor Project and increase account number 24690-97106 Building Improvements by 
$7,350 to cover the cost and contingency.  
 

Moved by Thomas, 
Seconded by Wall, RESOLVED, to approve Vesta Company, Inc. to add an additional counter area for 
the 2nd Floor Project and increase account number 24690-97106 Building Improvements by $7,350 to 
cover the cost and contingency.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

9.4 METRO Act Permit – Ezee Fiber Texas, LLC 
 
A METRO Act Permit for Ezee Fiber Texas, LLC was presented to the Board of Trustees. 

 
 

 
Moved by Gilbert, 
Seconded by Hauswirth, RESOLVED, to table the METRO Act Permit for Ezee Fiber Texas, LLC to the 
November 10, 2025, regular meeting.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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9.5 Citizen to Address the Board – Andrea Jump; Regarding Service Dogs 
 
Andrea (Andie) Jump, and Celly, addressed the Board of Trustees regarding the rights of individuals that 
utilize a service animal.  She shared that Celly detects anxiety and blood pressure changes (highs and 
low), provides pressure/anchor, pushes emergency button if non-responsive, carries her medical supplies, 
and performs many more tasks.    Having Celly allows Andie to adjust and reacclimate the community 
which allows her to have a daily routine, and engage in meaning activities.  
 
Andie continued to share the difference between Emotional Support Animal (ESA) that are pets that help                           
us feel better and are protected by the Fair Housing Act, Therapy Animals are for large groups, Service 
Dog/Miniature Horses, they perform specific tasks for disabilities.  She stated that if the animal doesn’t 
have a vest there is no way to tell if the animal is a service animal.  They do not have to have a vest or 
card proving they are service animals.  You are able to ask, “what task does the dog perform?”  Treat 
every dog as if it’s a service animal.  Service dogs can go anywhere the general public can go.  A service 
animal provides tasks for people.    Celly stated the cost for a fully trained service animal is over 
$30,000.00.  Andie stated that four (4) businesses within Waterford Township made her leave their 
business.  There is a fine of $75,000.00 ADA Civil Rights complaint, plus any civil suit the person can 
pursue.  It can be expensive to make these mistakes.  
 
The Board of Trustees thanked Andie for her presentation. 
 
 
 
 

9.6 Public Comment is limited to three (3) minutes per person. 
 
Nancy Croitori, 1865 Petrolia, inquired when the Fork ‘n Pint restaurant would be cleaned up.  Supervisor 
Bartolotta stated that the insurance company is holding it up.  She discussed the OCC Highland Lakes 
property, and asked to promote the sale of the property to the Oakland County Parks and Recreation.  
She also inquired about the demolition vs. upgrade of the Physical Education building.  Supervisor 
Bartolotta requested she call his office. 
 
 
Grant Smith 
 
Waterford Youth Assistance 

Mr. Smith discussed success of the Waterford Youth Assistance annual meeting luncheon.   
Oakland County Youth Assistance will hold their annual meeting at the Village Club, on Friday, 
December 5, 2025. 
 

Waterford Goodfellows 
The Waterford Goodfellows are starting to round up for donations.   
 

The Elks 
Members of the Elks brought back $10,500 to the community by donating to Open Door, Fueling 
Kids Future, Meals on Wheels, and Grace Center of Hope, and a donation for the Veterans’ 
luncheon.  The Elks Veterans’ lunch will be on Sunday, November 30th.   

 
 
 
 

10 Adjournment 
 

Moved by Wall, 
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Seconded by Hauswirth, RESOLVED, to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
              
         Kimberly Markee, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
              
         Anthony Bartolotta, Supervisor 










