1221 BOWERS ST., #161, BIRMINGHAM, MI 48012-0161
OFFICE (248) 965-2184 / FAX (248) 232-1533
teams@craigaronofflaw.com

July 5, 2022
Honorable Board of Trustees
Township of Waterford
5200 Civic Center Drive
Waterford, MI 48329
Re: Quality Roots, Inc. – Request for Extension of Medical Marijuana permit
To the Honorable Board of Trustees,
Please accept this letter on behalf of my client, Quality Roots Inc.’s (“QR”) for its request for an
extension pursuant to 10-303(i) of the Waterford Township Medical Marijuana Facility License
Ordinance.
In support of this request, QR is hereby submitting the following documents:
•
•
•
•

May 25, 2022 email requesting an extension of the one-year period for issuance of a
medical marihuana provisioning center license (including attached letter from developer,
Schostak Brothers & Company, Inc.)
June 6, 2022 email thread with Township Clerk, Kim Markee
June 28, 2022 email from Craig Aronoff to Township Attorney, Joellen Shortley
Recent photos reflecting current construction progress

My email of May 25, 2022 along with the attached letter from the project developer were prepared
and submitted in response to the May 5, 2022, letter from the township clerk reminding QR of the
requirement to complete the project or to obtain an extension by not later than July 12, 2022. The
letter followed a phone call with the Township Clerk’s office to determine what was necessary to
secure the extension. As expressly stated, the purpose of the phone call, email, developer letter and
my June 6, 2022 follow-up email was to obtain the extension or determine “whether you need us
to do anything further”. (See attached email exchange 6.6.22). In response to my June 6 follow-up

email, the clerk’s office, with copy to the Township Trustees, advised as follows:
Hi Craig,
At this time, we are good with how things are progressing. Please keep up the
progress/work and let us know if anything changes.
Thank you,
Kim
At the time of my May 25 email, there remained over six weeks – and three Township Board of
Trustees meetings – before the June 12 extension deadline in order to respond to any inquiries or
address any unresolved issues. As of my follow-up email of June 6, there still remained three
Board of Trustees meetings on the schedule before July 12, including a meeting scheduled for June
13 (the agenda for the June 13 meeting was published after clerk’s confirmation that “we are good
with how things are progressing”). In the weeks that followed the above email exchange, QR has
continued to make significant financial investment in the progress and achieved substantial
progress toward completion without any concerns or questions from the Township.
Much to our surprise, on June 28, 2022, we received a letter from the Township Attorney advising
that the above confirmation from the Clerk on June 6, 2022, was without authority and the only
opportunity that remained to secure an extension was the Board of Trustees meeting scheduled for
July 11, 2022 (the day before the permit expiration). In the 24 hours that followed, we
corresponded with the Township Attorney, the Township Clerk’s office and had a phone call with
the Township Attorney and Township Supervisor. On Thursday, June 30 at 4:30pm, we were
advised by the Township Attorney to communicate to you asking that QR’s request for an
extension be included on the July 11, 2022 Board of Trustees meeting agenda. The Township
Attorney further suggested that we provide any documents “that explain the supply chain, labor
shortages and other reasons for the extension request.” On the following morning, Friday July 1,
2022, the Deputy Clerk advised that any such supporting documentation must be received by
Tuesday, July 5, at noon to be included on the July 11, 2022, agenda.
Notwithstanding QR’s earlier efforts to secure the extension well in advance of the July 12
deadline (and the Township’s June 6 response), we appreciate the opportunity to have our request
included on the agenda for the July 11, 2022 Board of Trustees meeting. We had previously
requested QR’s developer to prepare the May 25, 2022, letter outlining the status of the project.
Since the May 25 letter, there has been further substantial progress, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Pouring of concrete foundation and slab
Delivery of the masonry materials to the site and commencement of masonry wall
construction
Completion of underground plumbing
Expenditure of additional $80,000 to $120,000 in construction costs
Delivery of steel to the site
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One of the major delays we encountered was getting steel delivered to the site. This was due to
supply chain issues and a general labor shortage at our supplier’s processing facility. We incurred
additional expenses to expedite the delivery of steel product. We also had to address the soil
bearing compacity on the site due to the sandy soils we encountered.
To further address the progress made since our May 25, 2022 letter along with the aforementioned
delays, a representative of the developer will be available at the July 11 meeting to update the
Board of Trustees on the status of the project and answer any questions. If any of the Trustees
request additional documentation or information beyond what we are submitting herewith, please
let us know and we will make every effort to supply this on or before the July 11 meeting.
Thank you and we look forward to continued progress toward the completion of this project for
our planned grand opening this Fall.
Sincerely,

Craig Aronoff
Attorney for Respondent
CAA/jjm
cc: Client
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MAY 25, 2022 EMAIL REQUESTING EXTENSION

Craig Aronoff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Craig Aronoff
Wednesday, May 25, 2022 1:04 PM
kmarkee@waterfordmi.gov
Aric Klar; Jonathan Klar; Michael Klar; Jennifer Mock; Megan Reidhead
Quality Roots - Request for Extension
Quality Roots_Waterford Construction Progress Report 1_5.20.2022 .pdf

Kim
In follow up to your May 5, 2022 letter to my clients and our phone conversation that followed regarding the one year
requirement under your ordinance, we have asked the General Contractor to prepare the attached letter in support of
our request for an extension from the July 11, 2022 deadline. As discussed, we understand that the process to make this
request is fluid and not exactly known as of yet.
In that vein, we are requesting your assistance to determine the best path for us to make this request and to confirm
that the attached letter is what is needed in that regard. Please review the same with the administration and the
Township attorney and let us know what more is needed to resolve the deadline issue. Should you need anything else
from my client or our office, we stand ready to provide it upon request.
Thanks and please confirm receipt of this email/letter. We look forward to hearing back from you in the near future.
Craig

Craig A. Aronoff, Esq.
(248) 910‐5863 ‐ cell
(248) 808‐6351 ‐ office
craig@craigaronofflaw.com
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Quality Roots Provisioning Retail Building
Waterford Twp., MI
1700 Tull Court

Owner
Quality Roots, Inc.

Construction Progress Report #1
Prepared by
Schostak Brothers & Company, Inc.
As
Owner’s Agent

Contactor
PCI One Source Contracting, LLC

May 20, 2022
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Overall Project Summary Timeline (Approvals, Design, and Construction)
The License Application for Quality Roots was approved on July 12, 2021. The site plan approval package
was then created and submitted in August and Quality Roots received the site plan approval from
Waterford Township on September 28, 2021. Site engineering drawings were concurrently drawn and
submitted to Oakland County Road Commission on September 17, 2021. Approval was obtained from
Oakland County on October 8, 2021 for the sanitary and water main work and on October 25, 2021 for
the drive approach and sidewalk work. The fees to the Oakland County Road Commission were paid on
March 7, 2022.
The complete site engineering drawing set was developed in December 2021 and January 2022 and was
submitted to Waterford Township on February 1, 2022 with Township approval following on February 25,
2022. The building drawings were submitted to Waterford Township on February 28, 2022 and were
approved by the Township on April 4, 2022.
Bidding and award of the project to PCI took place in February and March of 2022. The frost laws were
lifted by Oakland County in early April and work on site started immediately. So far, work on site is
progressing faster than most projects considering office closures, material lead time issues, and
subcontractor trade scarcity due to COVID‐19. We expect a construction completion at the end of
October 2022 and PCI to obtain the Certificate of Occupancy in early November.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS REPORT #1
Initial Site Mobilization and Construction Start – April 8, 2022
Scheduled Completion ‐ October 31, 2022 (Certificate of Occupancy immediately follows)
The first month of initial construction has progressed well with the site's underground stormwater
management system and the building construction footings now complete while dealing with a few days
lost to rainy weather and site footing construction challenges. Overall the progress is on schedule and
should continue to accelerate as more trades commence their work on the site and building. The one
month look ahead includes completing building under slab utilities and the concrete slab pour, and
commencing building framing for an initial building enclosure during July. Site activities are continuing
as well for the next few months.
Reasonable construction time for a building of this high quality design and materials with the current
construction market challenges considering office closures, material lead time issues, and subcontractor
trade scarcity due to COVID‐19 is anywhere from 9 ‐ 12 months, while the contractor, PCI has been able
to work satisfactorily to commit to this aggressive October completion. Progress will continue to be
closely tracked for this commitment with focus towards schedule acceleration once the building framing
has commenced.
The project is currently within Quality Roots budgeted requirements for the Project.
Additional detail for the Project is contained within the remainder of this report.
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Overall Project Cost Summary

See below on the complete project cost to date, approximately $600k has been spent since our Township Approval.
The total project costs including building and site improvements will exceed $2,250,000 once completed.

Construction Activities thru May 20, 2022
Mobilization of equipment and site work started on April 8 when the frost laws were lifted by Oakland
County. The underground stormwater management system has been installed on site and is now
connected to the existing storm structure on Tull Court. The new water line and sanitary line will be
installed in the upcoming weeks.
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The new utility pole has been installed in the NW corner of the site by DTE.

Digging of the building's foundations started last week and are now mostly complete. The building’s
vapor mitigation system, under slab utilities, and concrete floor slab are scheduled to be installed in the
next few weeks.

JUNE 6, 2022 EMAILS

Craig Aronoff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Craig Aronoff
Monday, June 6, 2022 3:26 PM
Markee, Kimberly
Trustees; Aric Klar; Jonathan Klar; Michael Klar
RE: Quality Roots - Request for Extension

Kim
Thank you so much for the follow up and response. We look forward to getting this store up and running. Have a great
day!
Craig

Craig A. Aronoff, Esq.
(248) 910‐5863 ‐ cell
(248) 232‐1533 – fax
craig@craigaronofflaw.com
From: Markee, Kimberly <kmarkee@waterfordmi.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 3:23 PM
To: Craig Aronoff <craig@craigaronofflaw.com>
Cc: Trustees <Trustees@waterfordmi.gov>
Subject: RE: Quality Roots ‐ Request for Extension
Hi Craig,
At this time, we are good with how things are progressing. Please keep up the progress/work and let us know if
anything changes.
Thank you,
Kim
From: Craig Aronoff <craig@craigaronofflaw.com>
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:53 AM
To: Markee, Kimberly <kmarkee@waterfordmi.gov>
Subject: Re: Quality Roots ‐ Request for Extension
Kim
Good morning. Can you please confirm if we are all set with the extension of QR’s timeline or whether you need us to
do anything further? We are concerned that we are running short on time to make sure we have handled this way the
township has expected.
1

I look forward to hearing back
Craig

Craig A. Aronoff, Esq.
Aronoff Law
(248) 910‐5863
craig@craigaronofflaw.com

On May 25, 2022, at 1:08 PM, Markee, Kimberly <kmarkee@waterfordmi.gov> wrote:

Hi Craig,
Yes, I received this, and thank you for sending it.
Sincerely,
Kim
Kim Markee, Clerk
5200 Civic Center Drive
Waterford MI 48329
p. 248-674-6211

From: Craig Aronoff <craig@craigaronofflaw.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 1:04 PM
To: Markee, Kimberly <kmarkee@waterfordmi.gov>
Cc: Aric Klar <aric@getqualityroots.com>; Jonathan Klar <jonathan@getqualityroots.com>; Michael Klar
<michael@getqualityroots.com>; Jennifer Mock <jennifer@craigaronofflaw.com>; Megan Reidhead
<megan@craigaronofflaw.com>
Subject: Quality Roots ‐ Request for Extension
Kim
In follow up to your May 5, 2022 letter to my clients and our phone conversation that followed
regarding the one year requirement under your ordinance, we have asked the General Contractor to
prepare the attached letter in support of our request for an extension from the July 11, 2022
deadline. As discussed, we understand that the process to make this request is fluid and not exactly
known as of yet.
In that vein, we are requesting your assistance to determine the best path for us to make this request
and to confirm that the attached letter is what is needed in that regard. Please review the same with
the administration and the Township attorney and let us know what more is needed to resolve the
deadline issue. Should you need anything else from my client or our office, we stand ready to provide it
upon request.
Thanks and please confirm receipt of this email/letter. We look forward to hearing back from you in the
near future.
2

Craig

Craig A. Aronoff, Esq.
(248) 910‐5863 ‐ cell
(248) 808‐6351 ‐ office
craig@craigaronofflaw.com

CONFIDENTIAL: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail. Please notify the
sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system.
Email secured by Check Point
Email secured by Check Point
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JUNE 28, 2022 EMAILS

Craig Aronoff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Craig Aronoff
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 5:46 PM
Joellen Shortley
'Brian Etzel'
RE: Quality Roots

Joellen,
Your email below is surprising and disappointing and requires an immediate resolution for my clients who have invested
hundreds of thousands of dollars in pursuit of their project since its approval.
To add context, my email from May 25, 2022, along with the attached letter from our developer outlining the
construction timeline and expenses incurred to date (along with a detailed describing of the project’s next steps) was
sent after my call with the City Clerk on May 16, 2022. During this call, Ms. Markee explained that there was no formal
process for extending the one‐year license expiration period under the Township’s MMFL Ordinance. As a result, we
discussed initiating an extension with an email/letter on behalf of Quality Roots, with Ms. Markee recommending what
content should be included in the letter. I conveyed to Ms. Markee my client’s desire to resolve this request in June as
opposed to waiting until the last few days before the July 12, 2022 expiration deadline.
Immediately after my call with Ms. Markee, my clients and I gathered the required information from the project
developer. Nine days later (on May 25, 2022), we presented the information requested by Ms. Markee in an email and
letter to the Township. The email expressly stated that it was expected that the email and letter would be discussed with
your office and Township officials to determine what if any follow up was needed. At the time of the letter and the
Township’s initial acknowledgement of receipt, there were two board meetings scheduled for June and one in July that
preceded the one‐year expiration date – so there was ample time to resolve this request or for any necessary follow for
the Board to make a decision.
On June 6, 2022, having received no response from Ms. Markee, I sent Ms. Markee an email explicitly asking “if we are
all set with the extension of QR’s timeline or whether you need us to do anything further.” Ms. Markee responded by
copying all of the Trustees and advising that: “[a]t this time, we are good with how things are progressing. Please keep
up the progress/work and let us know if anything changes.” Notably, at the time of Ms. Markee’s June 6 response,
Quality Roots was still in a position to be added to the June 13 meeting agenda (and certainly the June 27
meeting). Instead, the Township has waited until today, June 28, 2022, to inform us that Ms. Markee was mistaken and
does not have authority to speak for the City or the Trustees regarding Quality Roots’ request for an extension. Setting
aside for a moment whether Ms. Markee had express authority to speak for the Trustees when she copied them on her
June 6 email advising that “we are good,” the Township’s sudden change of course is bewildering after almost four
weeks of silence and has put my client in a very precarious position – just two weeks before the expiration deadline.
At this point, instead of pointing fingers, I would rather expend my energy and effort toward a productive dialogue and a
solution. If the Township believes a formal vote is required for an extension, then please place our request for extension
on the Board meeting agenda for July 11. As you and the City are well aware, Quality Roots has made more progress
toward opening a marihuana facility than any of the other four applicants (by far), and it has expended hundreds of
thousands of dollars to reach this point.
We look forward to working with you and the Board to resolve this issue swiftly and amicably.
Thank you.
1

Craig

Craig A. Aronoff, Esq.
(248) 910‐5863 ‐ cell
(248) 232‐1533 – fax
craig@craigaronofflaw.com
From: Joellen Shortley <jshortley@rsjalaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2022 1:59 PM
To: Craig Aronoff <craig@craigaronofflaw.com>
Cc: 'Brian Etzel' <BEEtzel@wwrplaw.com>
Subject: Quality Roots
Craig,
One of the Waterford Board members recently provided me with an email the Clerk sent you an email in response to
your request for additional time to complete construction beyond the one year period provided for in the Waterford
MMFL Ordinance. The email indicated that at this time “we are good with how things are progressing”. The Clerk’s
statement to you was made without the authority of a motion or resolution adopted the Board. The Board has not
taken a vote during a Board meeting on whether to extend the one year deadline, nor has this been an item on any of
their agendas this year.
I have had several prior communications with Brian concerning Quality Roots. I contacted him to let him know that the
email you received from the Clerk was not based on action by the Board. I indicated to Brian that you may wish to
review the Board of Trustees Agenda for the July 11 meeting. It should be posted on the Waterford website on July 7. If
one or more of the members is planning to make a motion to extend the one‐year deadline, they should ask to have that
placed on the Agenda. If such a motion is not on the posted agenda a motion could still be made during the Board
meeting on July 11 to extend the deadline. If the Board does not take action on July 11 to extend the deadline, the one
year period in which the license was reserved will expire.
If you or Brian have any questions, please let me know.
Joellen
Joellen Shortley
27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726
Email: jshortley@rsjalaw.com
Website: rsjalaw.com
The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the recipient named above and contains confidential and
legally‐privileged information. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, disseminate or
distribute it. You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re‐send this communication to the sender and delete the original
message and any copy of it from your computer system. If you need any additional information, please contact the sender at 248.489.4100.
Thank you.
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